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Summary

The article for the first time presents documents from several archival CPSU collections kept in St. Petersburg 
and from the collections of the Communist Academy held at the Archive of the Russian Academy of Sciences. 
These documents testify against the image, wide-spread in current literature, that the conflict between N.I. 
Vavilov and the supporters of T.D. Lysenko was a competition between two rival academic schools for 
financial, material, and human resources. Already in the early attacks against Vavilov, which began in the 
years of the «cultural revolution», before T.D. Lysenko would emerge as a person of some importance 
among agronomists and plant breeders, the scientific content of the debates was rather negligible. In an 
ordinary situation, the debates would have never had the same tragic consequences as they had for many 
of their participants. From the very beginning, the criticism against Vavilov was initiated and controlled by 
Party bodies, and his opponents were mainly inspired by political, ideological considerations and the wish 
to advance their own careers. In 1932, N.I. Vavilov lost his former independence in personnel management 
and the control over institutions that he administered. The principal characteristics of «Lysenkoism» as a 
social-political practice in Soviet science formed before the struggle between geneticists and Lysenkoists. It 
was in the same years that the main accusations against N.I. Vavilov were first articulated: wrong research 
strategy, the lack of links with agricultural practice, the promotion of theories hostile to Marxism, and 
sympathies to bourgeois science. 

Key words: «cultural revolution», N.I. Vavilov, A.V. Al’bensky, G.I. Bykov, I.I. Prezent, All-Russian 
Research Institute of Plant-Industry (VIR), All-Union Academy of Agricultural Sciences, Central Control 
Commission of the Workers and Peasants Inspectorate, Leningrad Division of the Communist Academy, 
Society of Marxist Biologists, party organizations.


